November 2007

Howdy everyone,

It's been awhile since many of you have
heard from the Granny and I.
Unfortunately, that's because we have
been working too damn much! Since you
last heard from us in May when we
returned from Egypt, we got buried with
the busiest retail summer season ever in
Jackson Hole. We didn't do anything
drastic like start working through our days

off, but nonetheless, by October we felt it.

Jeff hOldlng on to asmall Blue Shark, one During retail madness’ | had to make time

of the few small enough to handle with _ _

out losing an arm a few nights a week to keep pumping out

original artwork. Finally, after years of

trying, my original fish water colors are selling well in the Jack Dennis Gallery, my
website and via word of mouth. And, much bigger news, | joined Simms and in January
we release a series of T-Shirts with my art on them! Head to your nearest Simms dealer
and get everything from trout to bass or even your favorite saltwater fish on a high

quality short or long sleeve T.

Now that things have wound down here at the day job, | have been taking my show on
the road. I just finished a tour of southern CA where | entertained fly fishing clubs,
promoted the Jack Dennis Shop and presented a wild program about fishing for tigerfish

in Africa. |did 7 shows from Santa Barbara to San Diego in 10 days. With 3 days off
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right in the middle of the trip, as you

can imagine, | fished the salt.

Granny flew down and joined me
and we fly fished the surf north of
San Diego off Torrey Pines Beach.
Like most CA beaches, Torrey
Pines has surfers everywhere. At
first | didn't know where to begin,

but thanks to local surf expert,

Steve Piper, | learned quickly that

the fish don't mind swimming

] Jeff gets lucky and lands a beautiful Spotfin
amongst the surfers. | was chucking  croaker — a very sought after fly rod fish in the

my 9' 8-weight T & T with a 300 California surf

Grain Streamer Express and one of Steve's killer fly recommendations.

The Pacific Ocean was cold and without waders, Granny opted to be the photographer
rather than get doused by chilly waves all day. Naturally, | went for it, and although cold
at first, | hooked up with a barred surf perch almost immediately which took the goose
bumps away. To my delight, my rig was perfect and | slammed numerous surf perch

and caught a rare spotfin croaker.

The next 2 days we fly fished the bluewater for sharks. We left from Mission Bay in San
Diego and traveled for about an hour in rough seas to a place called 9 mile bank. Once
there, our guide, Dave Kwak, slung a bucket of chum over the side and we began to drift
northwest in nearly 3000 feet of water. It wasn't very warm and clouds were rolling in
fast. We all know it doesn't rain in southern CA, but that doesn't stand true when

"Monsoon Currier" is in town. Before the 1st shark found our chum, the rain began to
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fall. Fortunately, it was light

and when a pup short fin mako

arrived | was able to spot him.

We had been getting tossed
around pretty good and when
we all jumped into action to try
to get my fly to the young mako,
we realized we were border line

seasick. Luckily, border line

means just feeling queasy (a

Granny battling a 150 pound Blue Shark off the San
Diego coast

step before puking) and with
my left arm hooked around a
railing to keep from falling overboard, | cast a 7/0 orange fly on my 12-weight behind the
boat. Within seconds the baby mako devoured the fly. | delivered a vicious strip set that
rolled the shark on his back where he flashed some serious teeth my way. To my
disbelief, he spit it out and took off into the 20 foot swells.

Dave and | forgot about the queasy feeling and got on point for the next shark to arrive.
Granny was still struggling, but | knew she would come around soon. It didn't take long
before we had 6 foot blue shark in the slick. | had my wits about me this time and got
the massive shark fly in the water fast. Unlike the aggressive mako, the blue shark
casually swam over to my fly and ate it like it was a sinking tuna fillet. This time when |

struck the shark was on!

The beauty of blue sharks, even though they average about 80 to 120-pounds, is that
they make one glorious run, and then come in fairly easy. There's no half hour to an
hour battle that wears you down and makes you want to quit early. | had this first 100-
pound blue at boat side in less than 10 minutes. Obviously you don't pull a big boy like
this in the boat for hero photos, but admiring the awesome fish at boatside was a sight to
behold. And, with an extra long catch-and-release tool, you jar the fly loose, watch him

swim away and get ready for another. On this day, even with difficult weather and sea
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conditions, Granny and | boated 6 blues between 80 and 100lbs. Not bad!

Day 2 presented us with rough seas once again, but it was sunny. This time we went
with guide Jeff Stock. We went to the same area, only this time we put out 2 chum
buckets. Within about 20 minutes we had a 3 foot blue shark in the chum slick.
Although a 7-weight could of done
the job, | nailed the baby on the 12
and we did pull him on board for a
photo. Although a small shark, DO
NOT TRY THIS AT HOME! These
guys are feisty no matter what size

they are.

Granny and | landed more blue

sharks then we could count on this

day from a mere 20-pounds to 150!

The day was spectacular and in fact,

A 8/0 fly in the jaw of a gorgeous blue shark

one time we had 10 blue sharks in
the chum slick. It was unreal!

Anyhow, that's the deal. Granny and | are good and it's back to our day jobs. I'll be on
the road a bunch starting in January. Keep an eye on my website for pics and updates.
Also, for you non Jackson Hole folks, visit my schedule to see if our travels overlap. I'd
love to share a beer or two!

Happy Turkey Day!

Jeff
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